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we are in Italy, the list of winning numbers. Both of them make their
happiness depend on a figure decided by chance. The figure that is so
important for the Russian worker to know is the one achieved by his
work. And you consider that ridiculous?
"No heroes." Such, I am told, is their watchword. And being unwill-
ing to separate myself from them, I prefer to believe in a misunder-
standing. For though I understand the danger of trying to distinguish
oneself, I cannot believe such a decapitation advantageous for the
community. Is it not good to admit that in a Communist society, too,
there may be pace-makers? . . . Let us suspend judgment until better
informed.
Stalin's speech (summer of 1931) answers these objections ad-
mirably.
Cuvervitte, 28 January
Alarming rumors are going about; country people are getting wor-
ried; tradesmen cannot get payment. . . .
Is it true what they say, that we are going to have war again?"
Three times in the last four days this question has been asked of
Em., who hastens to reassure as best she can.
"No country is in a state to make war today/' she replies.
<4But then why have matches gone up two sous?"
29 January
Hatred of mysticism . . . yes, doubtless. And yet my anguish is
almost mystical in nature. That so many sufferings should remain vain,
this idea is insufferable to me; it keeps me awake at night; wakes me
up. ... I cannot, I will not admit it.
Cuverville, SO January
So I have read the anti-Soviet issue of Je suis partout* I read it
almost entire, If perhaps here and there I skipped twenty lines, that
is the most
I am willing to take as exact the information given in all these arti-
cles. They prove by A plus B the failure of the new regime in the
U.S.S.R. But then, if the Five-Year Plan, according to them, leads to
a complete fiasco, why these fears?
You tell me that two thirds of the agricultural machines coming
from the Red Poictilov or the Stalingrad factory are almost immediately
unusable, that the coal extracted from the Donets Basin never gets
anywhere, and that the bad functioning of the transport system causes
a frightful stoppage. Well then, why are you frightened?
5 A popular French weekly magazine, I Go Everywhere.